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Autobiography

On the fifth day of April 1931, I was born es the only
son and third child into the family of Julian and Karoline
Karl. The residence of my parents at the time of my, birth
was Pinino, about hundred miles south-east of Danzig, West
Prussia,

My psrents are Germea. My fether was the son of a
family of seven children and my mother a daughter of a family
;f aine, Both received on ly elementary education. Ia 1921
dtill before they were married, they became acquainted with
the messgge of the Church of God,experienced conversion,
and left the Luthersn Church to follow their newly woa con-
victions of‘? holly life and the Church of God, the body of
Christ. Shortly after this change indtHeir lives, they married
and lived happily uatil 1942 when my father was drafted to
the Wahmmehht (German Army) from which he méwer returned.

Due to the ianstability of the times, mé'cducation prior
coming to college was rather poor. The war interrupted the

continaity of public school edu@@}&ﬂg- The last cless session
ended approximately in August 1944. During the chaotic years

of 1945 - 1948 following the capatulation of Germany, I had



no oppertuaity tc meske ui fur the loss. After feiling to p
pess the exsminution to earoll in the Gimnssium, I ac.epted

a position as ap,reatice with & furniture msaufacturiag

firm. I succes:tfully concluued ¢ thréeeygers service in April
1951 and recieved a certificute &s cabinet mesxer. In the
following yeers, from 1951 - 1962 I st.eused varicus night

schools such &8s tane Volsgshochschule in Germany and Ceatral

Sec adary Schoul in damilton, caterio.

The hopeless sears immedistely after the war csused many
people to leave Germuny. iy motuer witn my three sisters and
I also decided to leave. We immigrsted in Canqq? oa Dec. 24,
1953, mazxing Hsmiltoa our perwsnéat home.

The most importsnt experieance in my life resurding my
vocational ebjective is my coaversicn. It is very reasl to
me. I found peace - resl lasling peace for my soul. I felt
that all my needs were met. That for which I uacoasciously
searched, I had finslly found. Ky system of values chaaged:
What seemed of importance before had lost its velue, My self-
centred life becsme Christ-ceatred, Never has I fouand peace
torough pleesing my ego, but I always fouad satisfsction by
losing myself in & ceuse thuat served the Lord and humanity.

I would like to communicate this experieance to as msay people
as possible,féprwithout being bora agein men misses the

most lnporéant opportunity of his existence. The Christiea
ministry provides & challenge to serve, a channel for iaflu-
ence, sand #a opportunity for the most meeningful investmeat

of my life.
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The second most important experience is my college
career. "All things flow," said Haeaclitus aeerly twenty-
five huadred yesrs &go. This is still true today. The brief
two years sad nine moanth of my underggasddadée studies hage
come to & successful conclusion. Vhat doethey mean tc me?
Sioce to live mesas to jrow, to change, to edgust, this brief
ticve wes for me not & stsle of being, but & dynumic'beconing.
The exposure to new facts snd ideus iogyes 8 defianite im-
pression on sy life. ! have extenied ay understanding; I
hive becuwe wore Iree to expres. wy emctions, igess, thoughts,
¢od hiaden impulses. I hove lesrned to "know"mmyself better,
to "eccept” pyeelf more ;ositively, and to "be" nyselfl as
much as possible. Education crested in mg a stPonser aware-
ness of tae grendeur ef vhdlweslaomplexity of the world,
snd it also reminded me sgeia cad sgsin of my liwited ability
to perceive it in its totality. Therefore, I believe that
I can relete myself more spprooristely to my fellow men as

well as to the universe ia genersl.



