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~ What Bducation Neans to Me

"All things flow," said the Greek philosopher Heraclitus
pearly tweaty-five hundred years ago. This is still the
case.today. The brief two years and nine moaths of my under-
graduate studies will within a few months come to conclusion.
What do they mean to me? Since to live means to grow, to
chaage, to adjust, this brief time was for me not a state
of being, but a dynamic becoming. The exposure to new facts
and idess leaves a definite impression oa mg.life. I have
extended my understanding; I heve become more free to ex-
press my emotions, ideas, thoughts, and hidden impulses.

I have learned to "kanow" myself better, to "accept” myself
more positively, sad to "be" myself as much as possible.

Ignorance deprives humanity of its most -creative abe-
lity. Men becomes intollerant of imdividuals and ideas
that are different from those he is holding. Such a state
results in strive, friction, and persecution. Education
breaks down such unfortunate attitaudes by making the indi-
vidual awsre of the grandeur of the world and his limited
ability to perceive it in its totality. Bducation, if



siocerely pursiuit, h@lps to embark on the rosd toward a
more apqupriat; relation to fellow men as well as the
universe. I know this is true; this is what education means
to me.

There is esnother aspect equally important to me: Edu-
cation prepares for the tremendous task that we call life.
Every man owes some kind of contribution to society. It
is my responsibility to prepare for future service. Young
Lincola's guiding motto was: "I will prepare qysoltg ny
chance will come." One owes it to the world; one nuét pre-
pare. College iatends to do just that. I hope to have suc-
ceeded at least partially. When my opportunity comes, I
hope to be ready.

In regard to social studies, I would consider psycho-
logy and socielogy as taking the first place. Modern psy-
chology has made great contribattions in all areas of human
relations, The most valu able question that caa be asked
about a human being is not "What is his intelligence quo-
tient?" or "To what socio-economic bracket does he belong?"
but "What are his motives?"What is he trying to accomplish
in life, and how determined is he pursuing his goal?" Mo~
tives sre those inner personal forces that impel us toward
the various goals of life. They are the real psychological
energies of personality that direct the individual toward
a prticular goal, determine the intesity with which he pur-
sues in a given direction, and influence the dégree of per-



-3 -

sonal spplicatioa to acquire a particular objective. Be-
haviour, in reality isfthe result of an inner driviag
force. Beneath the surface is a mechanisx that accouants
for every action or performance of the human being. The
quality of his motives determine the gquality of his action.
If the motives are of high value, the actions will be ac~-
cordingly or vice versa.

This ls just one importsat principle that I learned
in psychology, although there are several other co;u:epts
being strongly onphs!jiud in regard to human behaviour.

I learned to see humanity from different perspectives,
uméatant nyself as well as others better, and iancreased
the probability of a successful life. Just to given one
illustration: My first few moaths ia the United States

were months of ceatious and critical observation. Many
aspects of every day life were unfamiliar to me. Bat there
was one statement that I had read somewhere: "I shall not
dispise things that I doa't understand," and this belief
helped me to compartmentalize coancepts and ideas, beliefs
and convictions until I could undecrstand better. It saved
me from becoming radical as well as scynical. Psychological
and aoci{i’op.oal principles helped me to explain the simi-
lerities and differences, and what -Eﬂ ﬁe"to me, they
helped me to see cpportuanities on my part.

My success in college is to a large degree due to my
psychology professor Mrs. W, Perry, at Warner Pacific College.
When I came to Warner, I had very poor preparation for a



college studeat. In Germany, I had completed oaly grade V.
in public school, and in Canada I could add oanly grade XII
Baglish and history. Consequently, my scores on the entrance
exames were very low -- if I remember right, I scored semen-
teen out of a hundred. But,my psychology professor was a
good teacher, sincerely interested to hslp me, and a good.
psychologist, Whenever I had a paper which showed some im-
provement, she complimented me and gave me a good gi-ado.
This incouraged me to study diligeatly aand coanfideantially.

I hed confidence in her because I knew she sincerely wished
to help me through providing me with iacentive; and b
making little complimeants here and there, she re-iaforced
what I had learned. Lookiag back, I must giye her credit

for saving“}ron suffering a crushing defeat duriog my first
semester of my college carger. From there oa auccess was
more or less a matter of self-discipline aand application,
for I had gained confidence in my ability and hadw how to
approach the problem. I hage learned to understand the opera-
tion of dynamics that account for success.

History, one of my major fields, certainly is not less
significant, As human beings,we are accustomed to déaw ana-
logies thus prove a point or learn a lesson, By doing so
we understand the preseat by studying er relating the past
to the present. We interprete the present in terms of the
past. A good example illustrating this point is the aadlo-
gy between the condi'tions of the Roman empire and preseat
day America. A better illustration yet might be the divided
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city of Berlin. The causes are in the past. The past is
the background. To understand the preseat situation, it
is imperative to find out how the city was divided, aad
what the resson for the division were. This fact applies
to many other things. The past and the preseat &re so close
together that one can not be separated from the other.
Neither one can exist without the other.

' Noreover, studying history is sn attempt to reduce
the world to a size where one can comprehend it. Amcient
ciyilizations are dbrought into the present; and distant
lands are brought iato the class room where the student
meets with their peculier custom and way of life. Through
the power of his iantellect, the studeant is able to get on
top of the world inmstead beiang lost ia it.

A social science seminar "integrates history to the
soqéll sciences and other branches of knowledge ia order
to insure & needed perspective in the pursuit of one's
chosen field." Through the power of the intellect, the
separate disciplines should be pulled togather and iater-
woven into a coherent system so that the studeant can relate
what he has learned as well as himself to the uaniverse as
a totality. Compartmentalization of knowledge, done by m
many students, is one of the most outstanding reason for
not being able to relate oneself to the eavironment. To
ha%p knowldge over a veriety of subjects without being
abie to relate one to another means aot have the ability
to apply it. Ia my opinion, this is what we call being un~-



edjusted, and unbalanced though one might have lot of
schooling.

Social Science Seminar 451 has only partially succeeded
to accomplish these objectives. I think the limitation
of topics related to political ideology was too anarrow.
First, it did not provide the student with necessary liber-
ty to study an aspect of social science that he was inter-
ested ia. He was coanflined to political ideology of which
neny ia the class konew very little or nothing. Domination
by political scieace has parylized a spontaneous creativity
in those students who eibher knew very little about politi-
cal ideology or had little interest in that particular fé
field. And the political science majors have, vor reasons
not kanowa to me, not dooe exceptionally well.

There is also a positive side that I like to poiant
out, namely, the bonfitQ I recéived from the course: I
learned a oritical, analytical evaluation of my own wri-
ting, and the experience of more independent studgy I do
not like receiving a low grade, but I shall remember my
short coq!?ca. I regret for not having produced an "A"
paper thus not satisfied my professors; but above all, I
have learned a great amount about Roosevelt and his in-
fluence in the present day U.S8.A. This was my desire; aad

herein I have succeeded.



